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BMF SUPPORTS ZAKIR NAIK BAN 

The British Muslim Forum supports the ban on Dr Zakir Naik by the Home Secretary 
Theresa May from entering the UK for his "unacceptable behaviour".  

The British Muslim Forum being the voice of the majority of the two million Muslims 
who are Traditional Sunnis (which incorporates Sufism) and representative body of the 
majority of the twelve hundred Mosques & Islamic Institutes in the UK understands 
more than anyone that Muslims in Britain should stand together for the wider interests of 
our communities but not on the price of terrorism or supporters of terrorism and 
divisions.  

Maulana Ahmad Nisar Beg Qadri, Vice-Chairman of the British Muslim Forum said: 

“We are British Muslims. Our religion does not allow any kind of terror where ever we 
are. We have to prove that we Muslims are best British citizens, patriotic, law abiding 
and peace loving”. 

“Dr. Zakir Naik is a very controversial figure. He openly supports Al Qaeda and the 
Talibans. He openly ridicules other faiths as well as the beliefs of the Ahl-us-Sunna 
(Traditional Sunnis). He is no less than Omar Bakri who, amongst others, have given a 

bad name to Muslims in the UK and elsewhere”. 

“Dr Zakir Naik is medical doctor by professional training and not an Islamic preacher or 
scholar. He has no degree in Islamic studies and gives speeches designed to mock and 
incite hatred of other faiths as well as create divisions amongst Muslim sects. Those 
Muslims who support Naik are in the minority. They are either Wahhabi-influenced or, 
English-speaking Muslim enthusiasts wanting, with the right intentions, to learn about 
their religion but from the wrong guy”, he said 

The British Muslim Forum, however, calls on the Government to be consistent in 
banning others who are inciting hatred of Muslims or any other faith communities 
whether they are far right extremists or extremists of other faiths or extremists with no 
faith.     

Below is a collection of Fatwas against Dr Zakir Naik; wh ere h e has been  banned; and som e of 

the outrageous things that he preach es:  

(1)    Fatwas issu ed against him  

 The Uttar Pradesh decision led to calls from Sunni Islamic scholars calling for a total ban,  

and the declaration of a fatwa against him by Mufti Mohamed Ashraf Qadri, an Islamic 

scholar (United News of India, 8 November 2008).  
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 A fatwa was also issued by the Qazi of Lucknow, Maulana Mufti Abdul Irfan Qadvi, for 

supporting Osama Bin Laden on terrorism and asking the youths to join terrorism. In the 

fatwa, the Qazi also demanded a ban on Peace TV and asked the authorities to probe into 

the funds received by Dr Naik for his support to the terrorism. The fatwa says that he 

should be treated as 'Kafir' and be debarred from the Muslim community. The Deoband 

also issued a similar fatwa against him (United News of India, 7 November 2008).  

(2)   Calls for a ban after praising Yezid, murderer of Imam Hussain  

 Dr Naik faced calls for a ban on his speeches after offending Muslim opinion in 2007, by 

using the phrase,  “may God be pleased with him” for Yezid, the murderer of Imam 

Hussain, the Prophet Mohammed's grandson who was martyred at the battle of Kerbala. 

These words are customarily only used for the Prophet's trusted companions (Hindustan 

Times, 11 November 2008). 

(3)  Banned by th e government of Uttar Pradesh  

 In 2008, the government of Uttar Pradesh barred him from addressing meetings in 

Allahabad, Kanpur and Lucknow (Hindustan Times, 9 November 2008).  

(4)  Burned in effigy in Pakistan  

 

 In Pakistan, activists of the Shia Ulema Council burned an effigy of Dr Naik because of 

his controversial interpretations of Islam (Pakistan Press International Photo, 22 June 

2008). 

(5)  What he preach es: 

 Osama bin Laden  

 “Beware of Muslims saying Osama Bin Laden is right or wrong.  I reject them … we don't 

know. But if you ask my view, if given the truth, if he is fighting the enemies of Islam, I 

am for  him. I don't know what he's doing. I'm not in touch with him. I don't know him 

personally. I read the newspaper.  If he is terrorising the terrorists, if he is terrorising 

America the terrorist, the biggest terrorist, every Muslim should be a terrorist.   The thing 

is, if he's terrorising a terrorist, he's following Islam” 

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oAT0SzUF2Ng).  

  

 The Jews are the en emies of th e Muslims  

 Dr Naik quotes the Quran to say: “strongest in enmity towards the Muslims are the Jews 

and the pagans.”  He explains: “It does not say that the Muslims should fight with the 

Jews … the Jews,  by nature as a whole, will be against Muslims … there are many Jews 

who are good to Muslims, but as a whole … The Quran tells us, as a whole, they will be 

our staunchest enemy” (Peace TV, 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7nVLPm6Tw1o).  

  

 America is controlled by the Jews  

 “Today, America is controlled by the Jews, whether it be the banks, whether it be the 

money, whether it be the money …  Nobody can become a president of the USA without 

walking the Star of David” (Peace TV, 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7nVLPm6Tw1o).  

   

 Blasphemous to say 'happy Christmas'  

 In a speech in Toronto in 2003, Dr Naik is reported to have said it is blasphemous for 

Muslims to wish Christians a happy Christmas as it acknowledges Jesus as a son of God 

(The Jerusalem Post, 23 August 2006). 
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 Sharia law is “the most practical” and should be imposed on non -Muslims  

 Dr Naik writes that while he appreciates India is currently a secular democracy which 

gives equal rights to Muslims, Muslims in India would prefer Sharia law to be 

implemented on all Indians, since it is “the most practical” (Western Mail, 16 August 

2006). 

  

 

-ENDS- 
 

NOTES TO EDITORS: 

 

1. Majority of th e Muslims in the world as well as the two million in the UK belong to 

the Traditional Sunni (Ahle-Sunnat-wal-Jamaat) b elief which incorporates Sufism. Th e 

British Muslim Forum is the voice of Traditional Sunnis and nation al body of the 

majority of th e twelve hundred Mosqu es & Islamic Institutes op erating at national, 

regional and grassroots levels in th e UK. It has th e largest share of elected seats in the 

UK’s Mosqu es & Imams National Advisory Board (MINAB  - www.minab.org.uk ). 

Through its Scholars, local Mosqu es and institutions it has an influence over the UK’s 

majority Muslim population. 

2. For further information please call 01777 706441 or e-mail at: 

media@britishmuslimforum.org.uk 

http://www.minab.org.uk/
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