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UK Government excludes Dr Zakir Naik from the UK 
 
On 17th June 2010, the Government informed Indian national Dr Zakir Naik that he has been excluded 
from the UK. Dr Naik is a public speaker and president of the Islamic Research Foundation. Dr Naik 
was scheduled to attend speaking events at large arenas in Sheffield, London and Birmingham at the 
end of June 2010.   
 
Home Secretary Theresa May said: 
 
“I have today excluded Dr Naik from the UK. Numerous comments made by Dr Naik are evidence to 
me of his unacceptable behaviour.”  
  
“Coming to the UK is a privilege not a right and I am not willing to allow those who might not be 
conducive to the public good to enter the UK.” 
  
“Exclusion powers are very serious and no decision is taken lightly or as a method of stopping open 
debate on issues. “ 
 
 

Key Points 
 

 The Home Secretary has taken the decision to exclude Dr Naik on the basis that his presence 
in the UK is not conducive to the public good.  
 

 Exclusion powers are very serious and no decision is taken lightly.  The decision is based on 
numerous comments made by Dr Naik constituting unacceptable behaviour. Unacceptable 
behaviour includes public speaking or publishing material that foments, justifies or glorifies 
terrorist violence or fosters hatred which might lead to inter-community violence in the UK.    

 
 The decision means only that Dr Naik would be refused entry to the UK. This is an immigration 

decision - there is no suggestion of any criminal implications. 
 

 Since August 2005 the exclusion policy has prevented a cross section of extremists from 
entering the UK. This includes right wing extremists, animal rights extremists, right to life 
extremists, homophobes and those who advocate violence and hatred in support of their 
religious beliefs. 

 
 Exclusions policy is not used to target particular communites or faith groups or to stop open 

debate of issues. 
 

 
Background to exclusion powers 
 
The Home Secretary may decide to exclude an individual if she considers that their presence in the 
UK is not conducive to the public good.  
 
The power must be exercised where the individual is outside the UK. An exclusion requires an 
immigration officer or an entry clearance officer to refuse an excluded individual leave to enter under 
paragraph 320 (6) of the Immigration Rules.  
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It is not a criminal offence to be excluded from the UK. Exclusion is a power under immigration law, 
not the criminal law.  
 

 
Application of the powers 
 
Exclusion policy is not targeted at any community or faith group. Any foreign national whose presence 
in the UK is not considered conducive to the public good may be excluded.  Whether an individual 
intends to come to the UK, or has ever applied to come to the UK, is only one of many factors to be 
considered.  The Government opposes extremism in all its forms and is determined to send a clear 
message that those who want to spread hatred and division are not welcome in the UK.   
 
Exclusion decisions are not taken lightly. The exclusion power needs to be exercised reasonably, 
consistently and proportionately.  Consideration will be given to a person’s exclusion from the UK 
where there is clear, verifiable evidence that an individual foreign national has engaged in 
unacceptable behaviour.  
  

 
Appealing an exclusion decision 
 
There is no right of appeal against the Home Secretary's decision to exclude from the UK. The 
decision is reviewed after no later than 3 years.  

 

Exclusions decisions can be reviewed in light of representations made by excluded individuals. Where 
an individual sincerely repudiates their views publicly and consistently over a period of time, an 
exclusion decision can be reconsidered – but this depends on all details of the specific case.    

 

 
Associated Articles 
 
The Telegraph - Home secretary Theresa May bans radical preacher Zakir Naik from entering UK 
BBC News - Indian preacher Zakir Naik is banned from UK 
Daily Mail - May bans radical preacher from entering UK for saying 'every Muslim should be a  terrorist'  
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